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Subſeck of theſe -'+ 


2 


coin. B with 
ch of a, 


5 ich. 4 3 
lh came from Newton in n His 
| | Mothers ol was Anne” e who 
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N mg at Nt Fans od. And took” ö 
him thence within a few Years after, that 
he might be made early acquainted with his | 
own Affairs, and look after them himſelf. 
But ſhe found him of a Diſpoſition ſo. little 
| inclined to Buſineſs. 8, and ſo entirely devoted {| 
to his Books, that the ſent him back to Gran- 
tham, with Liberty to follow the Bent of 
his own Genius ; ; which he indulged the bet- 
ter, by 5 from thence to Trinity Col- 
lege i in Cambridge, where he was admitted i in 
3660, GLUTEN of Eighteen. 
. rping\the Mathematicks;: to had not 
| Pig leaſt 2 to Euclid, Who appear d to 
him too plain and eaſy to emplo "hls Time 
about; he underſtood him all "before he 
had read him, and at his firſt View of the 
Subjeck of a Propoſition, was ahle to Demon- 
ate it. He threw himſelf at once upon 
| ſuch Books as the Geometry of Des*Cartes, 
and the Opticks of. Kepler, - We may juſtly 
apply to him, what Lucan ſays of thie Nile, 
Whoſe Source eee ee. to the Ancients, 
That it Was not granted to mankind to ſee 
tbe Nile in a - ſmall Stream. There are 
Proofs, that. Sir Iſaac Neuen, at 24 — 1 
„ 8 e e 
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1 of Age, nd KS 1 2 edt Dita in — 
_ Geor V, and laid the Foundation -of his FS : 1 
0 famous Performances, the Principia and 
tze Optickt. If the intelligent Beings, ſu. 
periour to Man, do alſo make a Progreſs E 
Wen fly:whilſt we creep; and 
paaſs over without Notice the intermediate 
Steps, by which we ſlowly: advance from the 
| Ears tion of one Truth to another, Which ">; 
| | pendance upon it. 1 
1 80 e a Native of _Holftcin, LR 
> ae paſs d the beſt Part of his Time in 
England, publiſn'd his Logarithmotechnin, i 
in — 5 Jeans 1668, in which he 'reſolv'd the 
Area of an Hy: erbola into an infinite N 
This was the firſt Time ſuch a Method f 
Calculation, ſo dextrouſſy drawn from the —— 
Nature of a particular Curve, had appear d 
iin the World, The great Dr. Barrom, who 
woas at Cambridge with Sir Iſaac Newton, 
jj then 26 Years af Age, remember'd pretentiy, 
= that he.had-ſeen-the ſame. Theory among 
5 Writings of this: young Man, not eon 1 
do the Hyperbola a lone, but extended by ge⸗ 
= neral Rules to all ſorts: of Curves,” even 
=. mechanical, to their Quadratures, Rectifi- 
KF cations, Centres of Gravity, to Solids formd 
buy their Revolutions, and to the Sur faces 1 
| _ - theſe Solids; fo that if the Determinations 
= :...- poſſible, che Series would terminate at 
a4 eertain Point, or if they did not termi- 
1 nate, the e Suns ee be had: Rule, and 
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008 were impoſſibl. 
Mill NN to Infinity 


die Imperfedion 6f- it's; own. Knowledge. - J 
AMD 38 Brest Treaſure for à Geometri 4 
gee $10 fruitful and general a Theor) i 
was Rl a greater Glory to have invented à 
Fee fo; ſurprizing and ingenieus; 81 
. lewton, goes he faw-i by Mercator's 
Book, chat that skilful Man was in the ſame 
Method, and that others might follow H. 
in it, one ſhould think would naturally have 
aid open his Treaſure, to have | affured the 
true Property to himſelf of the Diſcovery. 
t he was comtented with the Enjoyment 
it, without piquing himſelf on the Glory 
of it. He ſa J 5 4 Letter in tlie 
| Commercium Epiſtolicum, that be tbonght hit 
Secret had been entirely difcover d by Merca- 
tor, or world haue been ſoms ot ber, ere 
_ fore be ſhould be of an Age ripe enough. 
reblifh any thing. He ſuffer d, witheut ae. 
gret, this Invention to be See from him, 
| from'which. he might baut pron 
a great deal of Reptitation 3 35 pr avuited all 
he was of a convenient Age to male himſelf 
WE = but not at all m atte 
hings. His Manuſcript on the 1 

was only . communicated to Mr. Collins and | 
my Lord Brvimker, who were well Qld in 
theſe Matters; and this had not been dene 
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him to be altogeth er ſo m 


if this Ward, 


- farmerly, means only ' three. 


e al wel a, he bade IE. 
' This Manuf anuſcript, aalen from the Author's 3 
Sieh I had ermerly found out,” Ke. And "= 


Tears, this fine I heory was diſcaver'd before © 
he was Four and Twenty. But beſides this 
the ſame Manuſcript. contains the Invention 
and C3leulation of Fluxions, or infinite Lit- 


tles, which oeccaſion'd ſo great a Conteſt be- 
tween Mr. Leibnitæ and him, or rather be- 
tween Germany and England, We gave the 
Hiſtory of it in 1716, in our Panegyrick up- 


| | en Ms. Leibnits ;, and tho that was the 


Fulogium of Mr. Lee yet we obſerv d. 
che stine) of an Hiſtorian, ſo much, that 
= have nothing new ta ſay at preſent of Sir 
Jſaas Newton, |'We exprefly Leclar d. that 
Sir Iſaac Newton was certainly the hwentor 3 
that the Glory i of it wes his 0Wwn ; and chat WF 
the Date = WAS en . Mr, Leibnitz 
bad barrors' d the Idea of it from Vim. AN 
 Englang's canvine'd that he did, tho the 
Royal Saciety have not pronounced it, in 


then Judgment, but only inſinuated it. Sir 
Tſage Newton Was by many Years the firſt 


Inventor, Mr. Leibnitz, on the other Side was : 


the firſt who publiſh'd- this Method- of Cal- 
culatian; aud if he took it from Sir Iſaac 
Ame, b ene . * d. : 
©} £01 0 ny | 
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; Fable; wt Hole Dive from: a Heaven, hats he 
mig t communicate it to Meng. „ id 


hap: len 0b che Wafld, und pubiilh his 


AT Mathematical Principles of * Natural Philoſo- 


phy, This Book, in which he makes the 

profoundeſt Geometry a Baſis for a new IS yf- 
tem of Phyſicks, had not, at firſt, all the 
Encouragement i it deſerved, and was one Day 


to meet with. It is wrote with a great deal 


of learning, but as the Author has been very 
ſparing of his Words, and the Concluſions 
are often ver haſtily drawn from the Pre- 
miſes, and the Reader is ſometimes forced 
to ſupply an intermediate chain of Conſe- 
quences, it requir'd ſome time before the Pub- 
lick could be able to underſtand it. Great 


Mathematicians were obligd to ſtudy it 


with care; the middling Ones did not attempt 
it, but as they were excited by. the Teſtimony 
of the other; but at length, 


had gain'd ſo ſlow ly, 
to a general Ct Admiration ! Every Body 

was 'aſtoniſh'd at the fine Spirit that ſhone 
thro' the Work, and that Genius for Inven- 
tion, which throug hout the Extent of the 
hap pieſt Age, is — to be expected to 
fall to the Shares of three or 15 275 Men 
among every learned. Nati 0577 ul! 

Two chief Theories, prevail in the Ma 
thematical. rinciples:; the 
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n 1687. Sir Iſaac. Newton reſolved: to 


when the Book 


came to be ſufficiently known, the Suffrages it 
increas d every Where 


Doctrine of central 
% . Reſiſtance of Fluids to WW 
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Bodies moving in them; tboth almbſt entirely 3 
new, and treated of according to the Alu. 
thor's ſublime Notions in Geometry. There's 
no touching upon either of theſe Subjects 
without having Sir Iſauc Nerbton before ones 
Eyes, without repeating after him, or fol. 
lowing his Steps, and if one would diſguiſe 
it, What Art or Cunning can hinder it from 
bein kao W ns? 8 
Ihe Relation found out by XAepler be- 
tween the Revolutions of the heavenly Bo- 
dies, and their Diſtances from one common 7 
Centre of thoſe Revolutions, reigns through- 4 
out the whole celeſtial Syſtem. If we ſup- 2 
poſe, as it is neceſſary that a certain Force 
hinders thoſe great Bodies for more than an 
inſtant to follow their natural Motion in a 
right Line from Weſt to Eaſt, and draws 
em continually towards a Centre, it follows 
from Aepler's rule, that this Force, which 
will be central or centripetal will have a diff. 
_. ferent Action upon the ſame Body, variable 
according to its different Diſtances from this 
Centre, and that in a reciprocal Proportion 
of the Squares of thoſe Diſtances; that is 
for inſtance, if the Body be twice às far Diſ- 
tant from the Centre of its Revolution as be. 
fore, the Action of the central Force upon it 
will be four times leſs. Sir Iſaac Newton's 
—_ ſeems to have been founded upon 
this Obſervation, '' We may alſo ſuppoſe.or — Þ 
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il = "i Fen magine that he belt & f all confider'd the 
BE > Moon, becauſe it has the Earth: for the Cen- | 
= . of its Motion, ” 
If the Moon were to loſe all the impulſe, | 
„ all the Tendency it has to move in a right {|# 
Line from Welt to Eaſt; and had nothing 
left but the central Force, by which it is 
draw towards the Centre of the Earth, it | 
would wholly obey that Force, and follow- | 
. ing its Directiom only, would move in a right | 
=. "Elina towards the Centre of the Earth, The #|} 
M Motion of its Revolution being known, Sir 
Pp Iſaac. Newtown demonſtrates, that by this Mo- 
tion in the . firſt Minute of its Deſcent, it 
deſcribes 15 Paris Feet. Its Diſtance from 
the Earth is 60 of the Earth's Semidiame- 
ters; therefore when it is arrived at the Sur- 
face of the Earth, the Action of the Force, 
which brought it thither, would be encreas'd 
by'the Square of 60, that 1s, it would be 
3600 times greater than in the firſt Minute, 
and ſo the Moon in the laſt Minute would 2 
deleribe 3600 times 15 Feet. * 
No y if we ſuppoſe; that the Force ating = 
. upon the Moon, is the ſame with that which it 
we call Gravity i in terreſtrial Bodies, it wil! 
bpbollow from the Syſtem of Galileo, that the 
Moon, which re its arrival to the Surface 
il of the Earth would have deſcrib'd 3600 times 
15 Feet in one Minute, muſt alſo have de- 
Jn 15 Feet in the firſt Soth Part, or ſe- 
gond dof ant Minute. Now it is known 4 
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Experiments, which cannot be made but at 
ſmall Diſtances from the Earth's : Surface, 
that heavy Bodies falling upon the Earth - 8 
deſcribe, 15 Feet in the firſt Second of their = 
| Fall, They are therefore; when we prove — 
the Continuance. of their Fall, in the ſame + 
Caſe, preciſely, -,as if having made the fame 
” - Revolution round the Earth as the Moon 
does, and at the ſame Diſtance, they were 
iet fall only by the Force of their Gravity - 
And if they are in the ſame. Caſe with the 
Moon, the Moon is in the ſame Caſe with 
them, and is not drawn every Moment to- 
wards the Centre of the Earth, but by the 
Force of the ſame Gravity. So exact a con- 
formity of Effects, or rather this perfect Iden- 
J tity, can come only from that of their 
GGG · ty ᷣ K TRE 
ITis true, in this Syſtem of Galileo, which _ 
has been hitherto follow'd, Gravity is always 
the ſame, and the centripetal Force of the 
Moon is not even in the Demonſtration we 
haue juſt now given. But the Gravity may 
well appear not, the ſame, or, to ſpeak more 
properly, not in our Experiments, becauſe 
= the greateſt Heights from whence we can ſee 
Bodies fall, has no proportion ta the Diſtance 
of 1500 Leagues, which they all are at from 


- 
: 


the Centre of the Earth. It is demonſtrated © © 
that a Cannon Ball horizontally diſcharg d. J 
uniform Gravity, 2 Parabola terminated ina 


cart rin ene w ere 5 nf to the Oreund 
=_ Zit W Rehe diſc arged from an 
= 800 at frotn Wks ee we might de ſenſible of 


8 


wy would © inſtead of à Parabola,” an 
Ellipſes, "of which che Centre of the Earth 


make exactly * 
Ik the Moon, 5 
5 her- as all terteſtrial Bodies, if it is drawn to- 


e 'Moon does. 


they are; if Acetal to Sir Iſzac Newton's 
Expreſſion it gravwitates towards the Earth, 
fame Cali prevails throughout all the 
The Hime ſyſtem df the celeſtial: Bodies; for 
All Nature is the fame, there is e 


ſerib d by. Bolles moving , Found another Body, 
plac d in one of their dcus's. The Satelli i- 
tes of Jupiter, gravitate towards Jupiter, as 
the Moon towards the Earth, the Satellites 


to ether towards the. Sun. 


tion is Caus'd by impulſe, we may conceive a 
piece of Marble that falls drove towards the 


"drove towards the Marble; 1 row rd, 


Phe f tions eauſed by Gravitation,” 5 be 7 


4 


ue ne 15 of tlie Action of Gravity, it 


19995 de one of its Focus, that is, i wourg | 
av after the lame 1c man- 


10 70 the Earth by the ame Force, which 


very Where 
the ſame Difpoſition; the ſame Ellipfes - de- 


of Saturn towards Saturn, and alt the Planets 
lt is not known wherein the” nature of : 
Gravitation conſiſts, ' nor was Sir Iſuac New- 
ton, himſelf acquainted with it. Gtavita- 
th, without the Earth's being in any wiſe | 


all the Centres, which relates to the Mo- 


* a 
* — 
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nod to be immoveables, But if 3 ads by. =_ 
Attraction, the Earth cannot ITN Mar- 
ble, without the Marble's attracting the 
Earth; wherefore ſhould this 5 Ver- 
tue be in one Body rather than another 2 Sit 
I far Newton always ſuppoſes the Action f 
Jravitation to be reciprocal in all Bodies, 
2d proportional only to the Maſs of Mat- 
ter, and therefore he ſeems to determine, 
dat Gravitation is really an Attraction. He 
makes uſe only of this Word upon all occafions 
to expreſs the active Foree of Bodies; a Force 
indeed unknown, and which he does not 
retend to define; but if it could alſo act 
impulſe, Why did he not prefer this 
Term, "which i is clearer, to the other? Fot 
every one will agree, that they cannot be 
_ uſed indifferently, they are ſo oppoſſte. The 
perpetual 'Ufe of the word Attraction, ſup- 
ported by ſo great an Authority, and it may 
be alſo by Sir Iſaac's inclination, for the 
Thing itſelf, makes his Readers, at leaſt fa- 
r with an Idea proſcribed by the Carte. 
fans, and of which all other Philoſophers 
i have ratified the Condemnation, we muſt 
de therefore on our Guard, and not imagine 
any Reality in it, as we are expoſed to the 
5 Dunger of fancying we underſtand it. 
Let this be as it will, all Bodies, accord- 
1 ing to Sir 1ſzac Newton, gravitate towards 
one another, or attract one another in - By 
= * to the mo of Pee” contain d 


. 


> 3 2, 4 


N 


4 


em and when they. Au wan A common 
CTCentre, by which of Conſequence they are 
__ _ attracted, and which they attract, their at- 
tractive forces vary in proportion to their 
Diſtances from that Centre; and if all to- 
gether with their common Centre turn about 
all, there would be new Relations, which 
would make a ſtrange Complication. Thus 
every. one of the five Satellites of Saturn 
gravitates towards the other Four, and the 
other Four towards the Fifth; all the Five 
gravitate towards Saturn, and Saturn to- 
wards them; they all gravitate towards the 
Sun, and the Sun towards them all. What 
Seometry muſt have been neceſſary to unravel 
ſuch a Chaos of Relations ? It ſeems raſh to 
have undertaken it; and one cannot, with- 
aut Aſtoniſhment | behold, that from to ab- 
ſtracted a Theory, compoſed of ſo many 
pakticular Theories, and all very difficult to 
handle there, ſhould conſtantly arife Con- 
clufions conformable to Facts eſtabliſn d by 
JJ. tofu nid 
Theſe Concluſions ſeem; ſometimes even 


£ * 


to preſage Facts to which the, Aftronomers 


— 


had not ſufficiently attended. It has been 
ſaid for ſome Time, and particularly in En- 
land, that when Saturn and Jupiter are in 
heir greateſt Proximity, which is 165 Mil- 
uns of Leagues, their Motions are not ſo 
n e zeſt of their Courſe, ,and = 


by. 
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Sir Iſzac's s Syſtem will give at once the Res- „ 
ſon for it, which no other could ever a½. 
count for. Jupiter and Saturn at that Time . 

attract one another more ſtrongly, b 


they are nearer to each other, and by this 


Means the Regularit of their Courſe'1 is ſen- pes, 
— and Bounds of 
this eee are apa of being deter- 


ſibly affected: The 
min d. 


Planets, the exacteſt Tables very often fall 


ſhort of pointing out her Courſe, and the 


makes ſuch Deviations, that we can no ways 
find the Meaning of Dr. Halley, whoſe pro- 


found Learning in the Mathematicks is no 83 
hindrance to his being a good Poet, ſays, in 


the Latin Verſes, that he has put before the 


third Edition of Sir Iſaac Newton's Principia, 
that the moon till then would not be ſuliect 
to the Reins of any Calculation, nor ſubdu'd 
by any Aſtronomer, but was ſo at laſt in this 


new Syſtem. All the Irregularities of her 
Courſe are there produc'd from ſuch a Ne- 
ceſſity as to be foretold, The Flux and Re- 


flux of the Sea ſeem ſo naturally to ariſe-from - 
the Action of the Moon combin'd with that 
of the Sun, that this wonderful Phenomenon | 


| ſeems to be ſo no longer. 


The ſecond of the two great Theories: up⸗ . 


on which the Principia turns, is that of the 


RNeſiſtance of Fluids to Bodies moving in js 
= _ which muſt. 33225 into the principal 
335 Phanomena 


— » 

. 

7 — 
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The Moon is the: leaſt regular of all 4 
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en 1 Nature, ſuch, as. the Mo- 
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tions of the Celeſtial Bodies, Light and 
| Sound, Sir Iſaar has in his wonted Manner 
© eftablith'd- from the profoundeſt Geometry 


%4 39 all: that can reſult from this Reſiſtance, by 
whatever Cauſe: theDenſity of the Medium, 
the Veloci 

nauitude of 1 2 he draws Conclu- 

ſions from dee at laſt, which deſtroy the 


of 2 Body moved by the Mag. 


Vortices of Des Cartes, and overthrow that 


great Celeſtial Building, which was once 
Jock d upon to be immoveable. If the Pla- 
nets move round the Sun in any Fluid what- 
ever, let the Ethereal Matter which fills up all 

T Space be never fo ſubtle, the Bodies that 


move in it muſt evidently meet with Reſiſt- 


_ ance; whence is it then that the Motions of 
theſe: Phnets are uot perpetually, or even 


ſuddenby weakned, above all, how can the 
Comets move freely 'crofs theſe Vortices in 


Directions contrary to the Motions of the 


vortical Fluid, without any ſenſible Altera- 
Iion in their Motions ? The celeſtial Bodies 


move then in a great Void, except that their 


- Exhalations, with the Rays of Light, which 
variouſly mix with 'each other, diſperſe a 
tele Matter almoſt infinite thro? the Immate- 

rial Space, Attraction, and the Vacuum, ba- 


niſh'd from Phyſicks by Deſcartes, are re- 


ſtor d by Sir Iſaac Newton. - Theſe two great 
15 Wot, who ate here ſet in ſuch Oppolition, 
RY a great Reſemblance ta each other, 3 


n 


— 


ST  ”. CY S 1 — v 


1 PHB "23 Wwe ** 


" Wh born to 5 focky others, and lay the F oundations 
Empires Roth theſe excellent Mathema- - 
inPhy- 
News 


0 "Gale : At the fame Time that Sir Hur 

ton was about his great Work ef the Princi- 

pia, he had another upon his Hande, as New : 
And as much an Original; this is his Oj ticks, 

or Tyeatiſe of Light and Colours: Publiſhed & 
firſt in 1704, om. he had made Experiments 

| for 30 Years to compleat we” 07, 

- - of Light was the conſtant : 


5 Aa common Tele 


ay) 
te 9 of tlie fed: Rani 


ans ſaw the Neceſſity of Geometry 


The Anato 
Object of Sir Tſaac? s Optieks. The Expreſ- 


ion is not too bold, it is only the Thing jt 
 'felf; when the Report was firſt of Sir Its 


Newton's rw man Mr. Mariorte atter 


ed that upon th 22 apation' of Rays bit 
found it 10 bedient 2 
although he had ſo remarkable à ( 


t he faitd of are 


making Experiments, and had ſo well fac. 


| ceeded on other Occafios. 


That he might not fie ainſi + to gye⸗ 


erg alone, which are ſometimes hnjuſt- 
by treated, as meer Amuſemetits, he has yen 


us in this Work the Invention and D 


. reflecting Teleſcope, tho* it was not well 


executed till ſome Time after; we have ſeen 
à Teleſcope of this Sort of only two Foot and 
an half long, that has N ed as 1 as 
fcope of eight or nine Foot 
A OP NR rang and 
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p ſenſible of, than we are at preſent . 
One Advantage of this Bock, and which is 
28 conſiderable 28 any other Branch of Know- | 
ledge contained in it, is, that it fupplics' us 
with an; excellent Model how we ſhall pro- 
cced an experimental Philoſophy. He did not 
__ _ finiſh his Opticks, being interrupted in the 
_ {Courſe-of Experiments, ꝓhich he judg'd ne- 
__.cellary,--and had not Time to reſume his 
SBubject: And it will require! almoſt as able 
„Hands as the firſt Architect to eompleat the 
unfiniſhd Building; but he has given as 
many Directions as poſſible to ſuch as are wil- 
ling to extend their Enquiries, and pointed 
 aticks,, to an entire Syſtem of Phyſicks. Un- 
der the Form of Queries he propoſes, a great 
8 5 . . . 
Number of Hints that may affiſt future Phi- 
Sober. ©: bool boo ona n ntt es 
Attraction is the prevailing Principle in this 
ſhort Abridgment of a Syſtem of Phyſicks. 
The Fone, which we call a Hardneſs in Bo- 
dies, is the mutual Attraction of their Parts, 
Which cauſes them to adhere to one another, 
and if they are of ſuch a Figure, as to touch 
one another on all Sides, without leaving any 


* 


» 


Interſtices, the Bodies are perfectly hard. Of 
this Sort are only thoſe Httle primary and un- 
alterable Bodies, which are the Elements of 

3 W . HP Che 
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"_ are. fb Effects of. this 
traction which zal in ſalt Vale only; Rl 
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In general, he conceives, chit. A 5s. 
the active Principle of all Nature, and 


Cauſe of all Motion; far if à certain Quan- 


tity of Motion once impreſſed apen Matter 
_ by the Hand of God, was to be differently, 
_ diſtributed according. to the known Laws of 
Motion, it plainly appears, that this Motion 
would be decreaſing continyally from the con- 
trary Impreſſions of Bodies ſtriking each 
other, without, a2 ſibility of being: recon- 
ciled. Thus the Univerſe Would fall into a 


State of Inactivity, that would be a general 


Decay of the WI ole; while . the Power, of 
Attraction always ſubliting without, diminiſh-, 


ing its Fone, will always furniſh: 18 perpetual, 
ſupply of Life and Adio 


He has plac'd at the. End of his Opticks' | 


two Treatiſes of pure Geometry; ther one, 
about ſquaring- of. Cutves, the other about 


Numbering of Lines, which he calls of the. 


Third Order; he has ſinge left them out, be- 
cauſe the Suhject is different from that of, 


Opticks, and they have been printed, arpart 
in the Lear 1711. 


It is very natural to 7 PS, that a Perſon | 

> entirely given up ta Speculations was indif- 
ferent towards a and incapable to ma. 

2 e 


Efferveſcencies, 1 Motighiis: fo violent 3 
chat it may de ſometimes eompar d to Tem- 
W. rful At- | 5 
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1 Ter that Bat 3 Bis 7 pu 
| the Privileges of the Univerſity of Camden „ 
| where he had been Proffſſor of the Mathe- 


in 168 „ 3 0 


in, Wien 


maticks from the Lear 1669. by the Reſig- E 8 


nation of Doctor Barrom, in his Favour, 
— & were attack d by King Fapvts the Second, he | 
” was one of the moſt zealous Maintainers of + 
1 them, and the Univerſity nominated him one 
8 their Delegates to the High Commiſſion 
Court. Ile was alſo Member of the Conven+ 
ion Parliament in 1688, and kept his Sear Ei 
tere till it was diffblv'd. | | 
"In 1696, the Earl of Halifax, Gael 
br of the Excheguer, and © great Patron to 
1 learned Men, 'obtain'd of King William, to 
make Six 728 Newton Warden of the Mint, 7 
in which Offie: he did many important Ser- 
vices, at che Time the Money was called in 
to be re. coined. Three Tears after, he was 
preferr'd to be Maſter of the Mint, a ve 
_ confiderable Employment, which he held fl 
| the Day of his Death. 0 
We may ſuppoſe he was. rey qualified for : 
this Poft, from his great Ski in 20 W. | 
and Natural Philoſophy; and indeed, it 
oftentimes requires ve! 4 ult Calculations, | 
and many Chymical Experiments. He has 
Earn of his Ability this Way in his 
able of Aſſays of F oreign Money, which 
2 = ks the at the End of Dr, Azbuthnot's 
a his Genius muſt certainly have 
115 OY 
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litical; in 


hich there is no Mixture of the 


| Univerſity. of Cambridge. It is perhaps an 
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ſpeculative Sciences. In the Year 1701, he 
was choſe Member of Parliament for the 


Error to ſuppoſe Learning and Buſineſs in- 
compatible with each other, eſpecially in Men 


of ſuch a Caſt; Political Affairs well un- 
derſtood, are reduced to fine Calculations, 


and delicate Combinations, which Minds ac- 


cuſtomed to deep Speculations more eaſt * : : 


- and ſurely comprehend, as ſoon as they are 


3 


ſary Materials. 
Sir 
neſs of enjoying what he merited in his Life 
Time, very different from Deſcartes, who 


| inſtruded in Facts, and furniſh'd with necef. 
Fſaac Newton had the ſingular Happi- 


' Englifh do not reſpe& great Talents the leſs 


for being born among them ; far from ſeek- , 


ing to lefſen them by imjurious Remarks, or 


applauding the Envy that attacks them, they 


all join to raiſe them, and that great Liber- 
ty, which divides them on the maſt impor- 


* 


tant Subjects, does not hinder them from 


uniting in this. All the learned Men in a 


Nation, which produces ſo many, placed 
Sir Jſaac Newton at their Head by a kind 


of general Acclamation, they acknowledg'd 
bim as their Chief and their Maſter, not a 


£ 


Rebel dard riſe againft him, nor would they 


ſuffer even à cook Admirer. His Philoſophy: 
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|  fecrated by the Reſpect of a. long ſeries of 
Time. In ſhort, he was rever d ſo much 
that Death could not add new Honours to 
Tacitus; who reproached the Romans with 
their extream Indiſference for the great Men 
c their own Country, would, have. given. 
the Engliſb the oppoſite Fraiſe. 
In the Lear 1703, Sir Iſaac Newton was 
choſe. Preſident of the Royal Society, and 
- continu'd fo till his Death, which was 23 
Tears, without interruption, a fingle Inſtance, 
nor did they apprehend any ill Conſequences. 
from it, Queen Anne Knighted him in 1705. 
2 Title of Honour, which ſhews at leaſt. 
that his Name had reach'd as far as the 
Throne, where the Names of the moſt illuſ- 
' trious Men of this Sort do not always ar- 
A. = 3 
lle was more known at Court than ever 
under the Reign of King George. The Prin- 
cCeſs of Wales, now Queen - England, had. 
too. much Underſtanding .and Love of Know-. 
ledge not to enquire. after ſuch a Man, or to 
be. ſatisfy'd without ſeeing him, She has 
often. ſaid in Publick that ſhe thought it a 
Happineſs to live. in the ſame Age, and be ac- 
quainted, with him. In how many other. | 
Ages or Nations, might he have lived with-, 
out finding a Princeſs of Wales ! e 


— A 


Which was brought over to France by the 


6 He had f 'compos'd 2 2 Treatiſe of antie it 


Chronology, which he did not think of pub- 
Aſhing, 1 but the Princeſs, to whom he had 
ſhewn the principal Hints, found them ſo 


new and ingenious, that ſhe was deſirous to 
have an Abridgement of the whole Work, 


which was to be only for her own Uſe; and 
this ſhe ſtill: keeps as a moſt precious Trea- 


-ſure. Nevertheleſs a Copy of it got abroad, 


Perſon who was ſo happy to poſſeſs it, and 
the Eſteem he had for it hinder d him from 


keeping it in ſo much Care as might have heen 


deſir d. Twas ſeen, tranſlated, and at laſt 
JJ... 8 


Ihe principal Point of Sir 7ſaac Newton's . 


Syſtem of Chronology, as it appears by this 
Extract, is, by following ſome faint Traces 


of the antient Greek Aſtronomy,” to ſind out 
the Poſition of the Equinoctial Colour, with 


regard, to the fixed Stars, in the Time of 
Chiron the Centuar. As it is knowtr at this 
Time that theſe Stars change their Longitude 
done Degree in 72 Years, if we could once 

learn thro' what Conſtellation the Colour 


Diſtance from that thro' which it paſſes at 


preſent, - we ſhould know how long Time it 
is exactly ſince the Age of Chiron. Chiron 
was in the famous Voyage of the Argonants, 
therefore this Diſcovery would ſettle that 
Epoch, and conſequently that of the ;Trojun 
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8 "ORs 
| Wat, two great Events, which depends 
all the ro gre Chronolog 7 „Sir eee 5 
ron places them 300 Lars neater to the 
Chriſtian Era than other Chronolog 1 
monly. do. This Syſtem has been attack'd | 
by two learned French Men, who are re- | 
1 in England with too great forward- , 
naeſs in their Criticiſms, in not waiting till 
FO = whole Work was publiſh'd; but they 
were glad to lay hold of the firſt Opportuni- | 
| ty that could 2 5 them the Honour of con- 
_ tending with is great an Adverſary, and they 
found others in his Place. The celebrated 
Dr. Haley, firſt Aſtronomer to the King of 
Great- Britain, has already Wrote to maintain 
the Aſtronomical Part of the Syſtem, his 
Friendſhip for the Deceaſed, and his great 
Knowledge of the Subject muft make wag 2 
very formidable Antagoniſt. 
As ſoon as the Academy of Scienices, * 
Wen by the Regulation made in 1669, 
could chooſe * > into their Society, 
they did not fail to add Sir Iſaac Newton to 
their Body. He held a conſtant Correſpon- 
dence with them, and ſent them whatever 
he publiſſ d, after he was employed in the 
Mint, ene not 3 any. conſiderable 
hematicks, or na- 
tural Phi for tho we may reckon 
the n 6 the famous Problem of the 
Trajeforia, which was propoſed to the Eng- 
| MA as a . from M. Liobuts, . 


0 


G 


2 bis Diſpue with 6X at a e „ : 
_  dertaking,. being intended a ver xe difficult 


Propoſition, Vet, to Sir 5 Iſaa Nemton it 


was a mere Paſtime. He receiv d this Pro 


blem at 4 0 Clock in the Afternoon, after 
coming fatigued from the Mint, and did not 


90' to Bed till he had ſolv'd it. After having fa 


uſefully ſeryed all the learned World, he ap- 
plied himſelf entirely to the Service of his 

Country in Affairs that were attended with 
2 more 9 16h and ſenſible Advantage; but 
when he had Leiſure he would beſiaw. it on 


Curioſity, and thought it no Glory, to diſdain 


any kind of Knowledge, but knew how to 


2 Iſe of all. After his Death there 


were found many Writings of his upon An- 
tiquity, Hiſtory, and even Divinity, Sciences 


ſo remote from thoſe by which he had made 


himſelf famous. He permitted no Moments 
to paſs him idly, nor would he employ 


himſelf lightly, . or with a flender Ap- 


plication to any Thing. His Health. was 
very good till the Age of 80 Lears; he then 
began to be troubled with an incapacity to 
retain his Urine, yet for five Years following, 
which preceeded his Death, he had intervals 
of Health and Eaſe, which. he had procured 
by a Regimen and Applications that he never 
had any Occaſion for before. He was oblig'd 
to truſt dhe Care 7 * ae in 


the 
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1 tho Nin to k Mr. Condit, 3 anareied his 1 
Neice, he had not done fo, unleſs he had 40 
= > :beeh well aflyred that he placed fo impor- 
tant and nice a Concern in very good Hands: 
His Judgment was confirm'd, after his Death, 
dy the Choice of the King, who has beſtowd 
| that Place on Mr. Conduit. Sir Fſaac did 
Y not endure much Pain till the laſt 20 Days 
of his Life; *twas thought he certainly had 


the Stone, Which could not be cured; when 


the Pain was ſo violent that the Drops of 
Sweat run from his Face, he never was 
heard to Groan, nor ſhew any ſigns of Im- 

patience, but as ſoon as he had a'Moment's 
Reſpite, would Smile, and Talk with his 


uſual Gaiety. Till this Time he had con- 


ſtantly Read or Wrote many Hours every 
„„ He read the Journal of Saturday the 

8th of March, in the Morning, and talk d 
ol While with the celebrated Dr. Mead, 
be was in his perfect Senſes till that Evening, 
when he quite loſt them, and never recover d 
"them more, as if the Faculties of his Soul | 

Were ſubject only to a total Extinction, and 
could not feel a Decay. He died on 7 7 . 
Monday following, the 2oth. of March, 
the 85th Tear of his Ape” | » 

eus Body was laid in State in the Feruſu Us 
1 * lem Chamber; a Place from whence Perſons 
» the higheſt Rank, and ſometimes "Feat | 
eads _ . 


er) Hy 


Heads themſelves are carry d to theit Graves 
From thence he was carried to Weſtminſters 
Abbey, the Pall being ſupported by the Lord 
1 850 Chancellor, the Dukes of Montroſe and Rox= 

burgh, and the Earls of Pembroke; | Suſſex 


Ih _ Macclesfield. By theſe. fix Beere We 


judge what a Number of Perſons of 
= Dit inction attended the Funeral Solemnity 
the Biſhop of Rocheſter read the Service, nd | 
the Corps was depolited near the Entrance of 
the Choir. We muſt go back almoſt as far 
as the ancient Gyeeks, if we would find an 
1 _— of ſuch oreat Veneration for Learn- 
The Family of Sir Iſaac Newron have 
ſill nearer imitated Greece by: a Monument 


they are raiſing to his Memory at a very 


_ conliderable Expence. The Dean and Chap- 
ter of Veſtminſter have given them leave to 
erect it in a Part of the Abby, which has of- 


ten been refuſed to Perſons of the hig beſt 


Quality, His Country and his Family 19 1 
paid os ſame Regard to him, as if ey had 
been of his own Choice. 

He was of a middling Stature, od very 


lean, his Eye quick and piereing, his Face 
agreeable and venerable at the ſame Time, 
. eſpecially, when he threw off his Peruke, and . 
ſhew'd a large Head of Hair, which was per 
feectly white ; he never made uſe of Spec. 

_— nor loſt but one gs in his whole 
- Da 0 Life | 


4 


=. * Was aye” 4 ſweet. Teuer And a egredt 
= - Kar of Quiet, he would thr Have-been 
unknown, than have had the Calm of his 
UL.ife diſturb'd by thoſe learned Outrages 


which Art and Science too often draw on 
| $rmanent. Mens 
duch a Dicpoßtion is naturally attended 
85 with Modeſty, and we are aſſur'd that he 
 preſerv'd his without Alteration, - although 
the whole World conſpir d againſt it. He 
never talk'd of himſelf or others, nor ever 


- adgtedin ſuch a Manner, as to make the mali- 


cious Obfervers ſu ſpect. kimi in the leaſt capa- 
ble of Vanity. 

He was plain, allublen Mer open. The 
greateſt eee do not overlook thoſe plac d 
below them, whilſt others are too apt to de- 
fpiſe their Betters. He never thought him- 

| ſelf exempted, by his Merit and Reputation, 
from the common Offices of Life, nor had 
any Singularity either natural or affected, to 
5 dif inguiſh him from other Men. 

Altiio' he adhered to the Church of Eu. 
6 gland, he was againft perſecuting the Non- 

Conformiſts. He judged of Men by their 
Manners, and the true Nön-conformiſts with 


him were the wicked and the vicious; ne- 
1 werthclets, ws Was not "a Natural Religion, 


. 
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5 being firinly Aatiaied of: the Tach & Rev e 
lation, and amongſt many Books which hehak 
in his Hand, that which he read wen ' 
the Bible. 1 
+ The Plenty he Hd, both em a large: — 
triage and his Employment, was very — 5 
increaſed by the wiſeſt Simplicity of his Life. 
He thought it was not giving at all, to gi tre 
only by his Will, and therefore left none 
behind him. He made larger Preſents to his. 
Relations, and thoſe he thought ſtood in 
need of them, in his Life-time, and when: a 
proper Occaſion requir'd him to be expenſive #4 
in Dreſs or any other Way, he was magnifi- o 
cent, without regret, and did all Things with 
a good Grace, At other Times all Pomp 
which ſeems great only to little Minds, he ut- 
terly contemn'd, and reſerv'd his Income 8 
more ſolid Uſes. It would indeed have been 
| a Prodigy that a Mind accuſtom'd to Reflec- 
tion and true Reaſoning, ſhould at the ſame_ 
Time be enamour'd of Vain Shew and empty 


Oſtentation. 9 1, 
He never married, not f | rhaps. never had  « 3 

_ Leiſure to think of it, taken up as he was 

at firſt in profound and continual Study, 4 
and afterwards em Roy d in an important 
and conſiderable Poſt, that left no void in 1 

"op Life, nor any Occaſion for Domeſtick _ 
Society. EET oc. 
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